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The Germans in Bohemia, Moravia and

Silesia.

]11 civilized nations agree 1 hat Europe has to be reconstructed

on the basis of the principle of nationality. This principle is

most concisely formulated in Ihefirst point of the "programme-

minimum"set up bythe"Organisation centralepourunepaix durable":

"II n'y aura ni annexion ni transfert dc territoirc contraire

aux interets et aux voeux de la population; lc consentement de

eelle-ci sera obtenu, si possible, par plebiscite ou autrement." The

plebiscite has been acknowledged by public opinion and inter-

national law as the surest means of enforcing the right of self-desti-

nation of the peoples.

The principle of national self-destination must also be applied

to the establishment and delimitation of the states which replace

the former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. If this principle were

disregarded in this case, security and peace of all states concerned

would be menaced constantly by the justified aspirations of the

suppressed peoples for independent governement. Besides, the

states which, led by imperialistic designs, annex foreign national-

ities or parts of them by tunc, would lack a moral basis for their

existence.

This concerns especially the delimitation between the Czecho

Slovaque State and German Austria. Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia

arc the native countries not of Czechs alone but also of considerable

fractions of the German race; Silesia encloses some Polish districts

too. The German inhabitants of Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia have

not immigrated at arecenl period, and still less are germanized

Czechs. Centuries ago they have settled down where they now are;

most of them are aborigines and owned the land Long before the

Czi chs immigrated. In a number of towns only, situated as enclaves

in Czech surroundings, the Germans have appeared later on, as

bearers of industry and intellectual culture. But, those towns are

l



out of question here. II' the Germans claim the right of self-desti-

nation, this claim is based on a coherent territory and on the German

race and language of its aborigine inhabitants. The fact that, up to

the date of the battle on the White Mountain after which Bohemia

lost its homerule, the Germans were subjects of the king of Bohemia,

can certainly not weaken this claim. Long before this event, the old

charter of Bohemia had been set aside by the absolutism of the Ham-

burg sovereigns. The battle on theWhite Mountain had put an end to

Bohemia's homerule and placed both Germans and Czechs under the

Emperor's absolute power. In Bohemia, as well as anywhere else,

absolutism opened the way to what shouldbeeome, later on, the equal-

ity of political rights. When Austria was given a constitution, both

German and Czechs, all over the country, enjoyed the same political

and national rights, and no one would ever have dreamed of question-

ing the national rights of the Germans and pretexting old laws

which have completely been set aside by the historical development

of five centuries.

If the national conditions and the mode of government of Bohe-

mia, Moravia and Silesia have now to be reorganized, the basis for

this work cannot be found in a situation which existed 300 years

ago. The point of departure should rather be found in the present

state of political, social and national life. The men and women

whose citizenship has to be decided, have their own political and

national conscience, they claim the same natural rights as French,

English or Italian men and women do. The rule of a Government,

other than German, would be felt by them as a foreign rule, and

therefore they would absolutely refuse to submit to it. If the right of

self-destination and self-government has been recognised and claimed,

during the war, in favour of all small nations, not governed by

themselves, the same right can hardly be refused to the Germans of

Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia. The latter are a part of the same

indivisible body as the other Germans of Austria and the rest of the

German race, not only from apolitical and national, but also from

a social, intellectual and economical point of view. Their territory is,

all around, bordered by German countries; their dialects, their in-

tellectual life, their customs, their interests and peculiarities are

identical with those of the neighbouring German tribes. To be severed

from each other would be felt on both sides as an untolerable act of

violence.



The onlyquestion is, whether the number of Germans in Bohemia,

Moravia and Silesia is large enough, whether their settlements are

coherenl enough and whether their political, intellectual and econom-

ical conditions are so far distinct from the Czechs' to justify thi ir

claim to join the Austrogerman State. The answer is given by

statistics. The figures here shown have neither been collected on

purpose, nor influenced by any political view, but are based on

impartial and reliable investigations, made at a time when it was

impossible to guess of what use they would be years after. The

following deductions are founded on this material:

1. The number of Germans in Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia

(I and II).

2. Which is the proportion of the number of Germans to the

Czechs in the various territorial sections of Bohemia (III).

3. That a compact territory of German settlements actually

exists (IV). And

4. that the Germans in these settlements lead a national life

of their own in every respect (V).

These statements will go to prove that all premises for the

wish of the Germans in Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia to unite

with the other Germans of Austria into one state are well founded;

and that they are therefore justified in demanding a plebiscite.

I.

The countries of the former Austrian state, which constitute

Thi- chief seat of the Czech people, Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia,

are nationally as little uniform as Austria formerly was, or as Switzer-

land or Belgium at present are. They are the home not only of the

Czechs, but of a considerable part of the German people too, while

Silesia also embraces several Polish districts. The following table

shows the proportion of the various nationalities of which the popu-

lation in those countries is composed, according to results of the

census of December 31st 1910.

Czechs Germans Poles others

Bohemia .... 4,241.918 2,467.724 1.541 1.761

Moravia 1,808.971 719.435 14.924 1.527

Silesia 180.348 325.523 235.224 361

total 6.231.237 3.512.682 251.689 3.649



Or of 100 Austrian subjects there were in

Czechs Germans Poles

Bohemia 63.19 36.76 0.02

Moravia 71.75 27.62 0.57

Silesia 24.33 43.90 31.73

total 62.53 34.92 2.05

If Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia are taken together, we will

find among the 10 millions (in round figures) of their population

who were subjects of the former Austrian state 3.5 millions or 35%
Germans; in Bohemia the Germans amount to 36.8%; in Moravia

27.6% and in Silesia 43.9%. Even in number the Germans form

so considerable a part of the population that it is impossible to

ignore their justified desires.

The linguistic statistics of the Austrian census — it is true —
are said to be unreliable and to give no correct idea of the number

and distribution of the various nationalities. At the census neither

mother-tongue nor nationality were ascertained, but only thelanguage

of daily intercourse. This treatment of the linguistic question entails

that weaker minorities cannot secure the proper influence to the

language corresponding to their own nationality in ordinary inter-

course and, as a consequence, in the census. It has further been

asserted by both parties that this was rendered difficult for

them by the authorities intrusted with the census; that the Czech

authorities had suppressed the German minorities and the German

authorities the Czech minorities, or at least reduced them. These

objections, however, do not impair the value of the results of the

census. At a time of great national zeal, the linguistic question of

the census is used by all persons with strong national feeling as a

welcome opportunity to profess their nationality. Neither the Czech

nor the German minorities were prevented by the treatment of this

linguistic question, or by external pressure from professing the

language which corresponds to their national feeling. These obstacles

pressed as heavily upon Germans as upon Czechs, and the energy

opposed to them with a view of their own nationality was even

greater on the Czech than on the German side. Thus it seems that

the figures on both sides make the national minorities appear smaller

than they really arc, but that, on the whole, they express the pro-

portion of both nationalities correctly.
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ihc Czechs than the preceding- one, it certainly cannot therefore

be maintained that they favour the Germans at the cost of the

<"zechs.

3. Nevertheless the distrust of the official census has induced

the Czechs to undertake a private census, the results of which were

published by Titera and Skaba in the periodical "Neodvislost"

(together with other essays by Kapras published under the title

"Cesky zivel v 'Deutschbbhmen'".

Although this census was undertaken wholly in favour of the

Czechs, it has given for all Bohemia only 99.392 more Czechs than

the official census. The share of the Germans was accordingly

reduced from 36.7 to 36 percent. A control, however, might

easily bo set up on the part of the Germans; for where the

census lay in their hands the Czechs have committed the same

mistakes contrary to German interests as Germans have done

viceversa. Though according to this private census one community

or another may be claimed for the Czechs, it signifies on the

whole rather a confirmation than a refutation of the results of

the official census.

The last four censuses, the anterior ethnographical results, and

even the Czech private census, therefore, agree therein that in Bohemia

a potent German minority, which considerably exceeds one' third

of the population, is opposed to the Czech majority. Considerations

of the same kind confirm the reliability of the national statistics

•of Moravia and Silesia.

III.

The national conditions, however, ought not to be judged only

by great averages. The local distribution of the various nationalities

and the settlements must also be taken into. consideration. Before

entering on these latter, we must examine how the present local

distribution of nationalities is reflected by the existing adminis-

trative and jurisdictional division of the territory. The smaller

the sections are to which our statements refer, the more clearly

does the distinction between language and nationality appear.

1. The community constitutes the basis of the administrative

division. There are however numerous communities consisting of

several topographically distinct places and many communities
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situated on tho boundary between the two languages include places

of totally different national character. We must therefore also apply

a differentiation according to subdivisions of communities ("Ortschaf-

ten") which, however, is at hand only for the year 1900. The Following

table gives information as to how those subdivisions of Bohemia are

nationally composed:

Percentag

Czechs
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Accordingly, in 2378 or 91% of 2.608 predominatingly German

communities, only one language is spoken, and in 5040 or 91%
of 5107 predominatingly Czech communities, only Bohemian ia

spoken; only an exceedingly small part of the communities has a

linguistic minority of over 10%.

3. Tlie boundaries of the political and judicial districts do not

exactly follow the lines of the boundaries between the two lan-

guages. Nevertheless, in the majority also of these only one lan-

guage is spoken. This appears from the following table:

Minority of population

of different language:



than 10% of Czechs. And in those districts also the use of one lan-

guage only could easily be brought about by changing the form of

the parish to connect with the boundary between the languages.

4. Ultimately we have to examine how many persons

live in the bilingual districts. The calculations necessary for this

purpose were only executed on the basis of the results of the census

of 1900. As the proportions in which the nations are mixed varied

but little in the period from 1900 to 1910, the figures of 1900 still

deserve consideration. In the following table the political districts

are arranged in four groups according to the proportions of linguistic

mixture

:

I. German districts with over 80% Germans,

II. Mixed districts with German majority (50 to 80% Germans),

III. Mixed districts with Czech majority ( 50 to 80% Czechs), and

IV. Czech districts with over 80% Czechs.

In the year 1900:

Resident among these

t on r>
population Czechs Germans

districts 1,779.562 56.481 (3"22 %) 1,690.690 (96 %)
II. Six districts

with German

majority 407.075 91.570 (22-71 %) 311.272 (77 %)
III. eleven districts

with Czech ma-

jority 687.708 450.066 (65-62 %) 235.203 (34 %)
IV. forty-nine

Czech districts . 3,444.352 3,331.976 (97*02 %) 99.848 (2 %)

This table shows that the predominating majority as well of

the Czech as of the German nation in Bohemia lives in districts in

which the national minority remains far under the limit of 20 %
which was taken as basis of this division. The Czech minority in the

German districts amounts to 3%; the German minority in the Czech

districts to 2%; on both sides the groups, which live as minorities

in the districts of the other language, are relatively weak. The pre-

dominating majority of Germans as well as of Czechs in Bohemia
lives in the complex domain of the connational languages.
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But even the minorities shown in the above table are to a large

extent, to say so, an optical delusion. They appear in the statistics

only because the districts do not coincide with the ethnical boundary.

// the boundaries of the political and judicial districts were cor-

rected according to the ethnical boundaries , the minorities would

disappear but for trifling remainders.

IV.

As far as yet the communities and districts of Bohemia have

been treated only with a view to the proportions of national con-

ditions, but without regard to their geographical situation. It is

the task of the following statements, to show in what manner the

connational districts and communities are to be combined into uni-

form complex settlements, and what enclaves and mixtures remain.

A short glance at the language-map is sufficient to teach us that

the ethnical boundary is almost everywhere quite sharply defined.

No regions of a mixed linguistic character lie between the German

and the Czech territories. On the contrary, the German and

Czech settlements, as far as they are of an agricultural character,

border directly on one another. Districts of mixed language

lie mostly far away from the ethnical boundaries. The German

enclaves and minorities in the Czech territory are industrial

settlements of old municipal civilization; the Czech minorities in

the German territory have only come into existence in later

times, mostly not until recent decennaries, by the immigration

of Czech labourers into the north-western coal-district. They consist

principally of miners, are not indigenous, very often not amalgamated

with the own social life of the German population, and diminish in

number when economic conditions become worse. How little the

Czech minorities count in comparison with the mainly German bulk

is clear from the figures of Chapter III. Another proof for this may

be gathered from the publication "Cesky zivel v 'Deutschbohmen
1"

before mentioned, where the number of Germans living in the Czech

territory is estimated at 56.000 in round figures or 2.6 %
of the total numbre of Germans in Bohemia; accordingly 97.5 %
have their seat in the complex domain of the German language.

The national mixture in Moravia and Silesia is stronger, but there

also the predominating majority of Germans live in the complex

German settlements. The enclaves, the seats of the most
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importanl German minorities, will be briefly mentioned later on.

At first we have to discuss the configuration of the compact domain

of the German language. This is divided into the following

five sections:

A. The German main territory comprises the German western,

north-western and northern parts of Bohemia, "Deutsch-Bohmen"

(German Bohemia) in its narrower sense. This territory extends

along the north-western frontier of Bohemia towards the north and

north-east. It begins from the judicial district of Ronsperg in the

political district of Bischofteinitz and goes as far as the point where

the frontiers of the judicial districts of Tannwald and Hochstadl

meet the Prussian frontier on the Iser. Of the 41 German districts

of Bohemia 3G fall to the main territory in question. To these must

be added the two German judicial districts of Ronsperg and Hostau

in the political district Bischofteinitz. This territory is inhabited by

about 1,878.000 Germans and J 22.000 Czechs.

To this might be joined the neighbouring German communities

of Bischofteinitz (9000 Germans i. Manetin (6000 Germans), Tans

(5000 Germans). WeiBwasser (2000 Germans). Three quarters of

all the Germans in Bohemia live then 1
. In 36 political districts the

eventuel Czech minority is less than 20%. Only in two political

districts (Briix and Dux) this limit is exceeded. Considerable Czech

minorities are found only in the political districts of Mies, Leif merit z,

Teplitz, Briix and Dux. The last named three districts constitute

the north-western Bohemian coal-district. They number 223.600 Ger-

mans and 59.400 Czechs. As a whole therefore, the latter constitute

about one fifth of the population. The nationalproportions in this coal-

district afford to the Czechs the most importanl argumenl againsl the

complex character of the domain of theGerman language in Bohemia,

although the Czech minorities there have been lead into German

territory only by the demand of labour of the coal-district. They

consist mostly of fluctuating workmen, have no share in the

cultural life of the resident population, and will disappear in greal

part au'ain when the coal mines will he exhausted. We have there-

fore to deal only with a transitory phenomenon which does not

lastingly influence the German character of this part of the country.

But the Czech labonrrers of the coal—district constitute the nucleus

of the Czech minorities in the main German territory. 48% thereof

live in the mentioned three political districts, so that only
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62.000 Czechs remain for the other 33 political districts of the main

I m iinan territory, and the Czech minority outside of the coal-district

is reduced to 3*6 % of the population. The territory here spoken of,

with its two millions of industrial inhabitants, its coal-mines,

industries and mineral springs is one of the most highly developed

countries of the former Austrian state. ]n national regards it is

connected in the west with Bavaria, towards the north with Saxony.

Having its own individuality it fulfils all conditions to enter into

union with the Austrogerman State as a special province.

B. The Riesengebirgsgau, consisting of the judicial districts of

Braunau and Weckelsdorf, in the political district of Braunau,

the judicial districts of Trautenau, Sehatzlar and Marschendorf in

the political district of Trautenau, the political district of Hohen-

elbe, and the judicial district of Roehlitz, in the political district of

Starkenbach. The bordering German regions of the judicial districts of

Koniginhof andXeupaka also belongtothesepurelyGermanterritories.

The Riesengebirgsgau is connected geographically and ethnogra-

phically with Prussian-Silesia. But there too all premises are given

to join it to the main German territory.

C. German Moravia, German Silesia and the three German

judicial districts of Landskron, Grulich and Rokitnitz in Bohemia

taken together, constitute the so-called "Sudetenland". This consists

1. of the following districts of Northern-Moravia: Barn.

Hohenstadt, Schbnberg, Romerstadt, Sternberg, then of the judicial

districts of Mahrisch-Trubau and Zwittau in the political districts

of Mahrisch-Trubau, and of the judicial districts of Fulneck and

Neutitschein, in the political district of Neutitschein. This otherwise

uniformly German territory is interrupted at one point by

the predominatingly Czech political district of Hohenstadt,

which, to be sure, is intermixed with German minorities. Apart

from this district the national uniformity can easily be restored by

transferring some predominatingly Czech stripes of land to neigh-

bouring Czech districts and by joining neighbouring predomina-

tingly German communities.

2. Of German Silesia, the city of Troppau and the political

districts of Troppau, Freiwaldau, Freudenthal and Jagerndorf.

3. Of the judicial districts of Landskron in the political district

of Landskron. the judicial districts of Grulich and Rokitnitz in the
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political distrid of S< oft< aberg, to which there have also to be added

the adjacent German communities of the judicial districts of Neu-

stadt an der Mettau, Wildenschwert, Leitomischl and Policka. The

extension, number of inhabitants and local connection of the men-

tioned districts justify their union as "Sudetenland" into a special

province of the Austrogerman slate.

D. Gorman South-Moravia, together with the Bohemian ju

dicial district of Neu-Bistritz, consisting of the city of Znaim, the

political districts of Znaim and Nikolsburg, and the judicial district

of Neu-Bistritz, forming part of the political district of Neuhaus.

This territory forms a stripe which in the south borders in full Length

on Lower-Austria and could easily be joined with her. The predom-

inatingly German linguistic island of Briinn is only separated from it

by a few Czech communities.

E. German South-Bohemia, consisting of the political districts

of Kaplitz and Krumau and the judicial districts of Walleni and

Winterberg in the political district of Prachatitz, of the judicial

districts of Bergreichenstein and Hartmanitz in the political district

of Schuttcnhofen, and the judicial district ofNeuern in the political

district of Klattau. This territory, by excluding several predominat-

ingly Czech communities and including the German communities

of the judicial districts of Neugedein, Schweinitz and Schiittenhofi n.

can be converted into an almost purely German boundary-stripe,

which might be united without difficulty with Lower-Austria.

F. Enclaves. The most important German enclaves in

Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia are the following.

1. The enclave of Budweis. In the city of Budweis the

Germans are in the minority, to be sure, but in some communit ies

in the surroundings the Germans are in the majority.

2. Iglau. The city of Iglau (21.000 Germans among 26.000 in-

habitants), the German communities of the Moravian judicial

district of Iglau, the Bohemian judicial district of Stecketi

(10.000 Germans among 13.000 inhabitants) and the German

communities of the Bohemian judicial distrid of Deutsch-Brod.

Geographically this enclave cannot be joined to any other German

settlement, but might be legally constituted as an enclave.

3. The city of Briinn with several predominatingly German

communities south of it; this enclave might be joined to South-

Moravia which ought to be annexed to Lower-Austria.
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4. Olmiitz (13.000 Germans among 22.000 inhabitants) and

a number of surrounding predominatingly German communiiic<.

5. Troppau.

6. Tetschen.

There is a number of other smaller German enclaves on

which we cannot treat here.

G. Minorities. The German minorities certainly cannot

claim to be united with the rest of the German settling

territory or to be treated as national enclaves. They may, however,

claim national protection, which also would have to be granted

to the Czech minorities. At all events a particular position is

due to the German minority in Prague on account of its historical,

cultural and economic importance. We cannot enter here into

more details about the question of the protection of minorities,

and in particular on the German minorities.

The Germans of Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia have a claim

to the political union with German Austria, not only because of

the size and the number of inhabitants of their settlements

but also because of the height of then cultural development. They

form a considerable part of the German people and have a full

active and passive share in its intellectual, economic and political

life, especially in that of the Germans of Austria. In consequence

of their neighbourhood and their economic intercourse with the

Czechs, they have entered into more or less lively relations with

them. But these relations are only outward; they have not shaken

the unity of German intellectual and economic life, of German

national and political consciousness, which join into one unit all

Germans on both sides of the language boundaries. Also in Bohemia,

Moravia and Silesia the Germans have developed a life of their

own, sharpely distinct in every respect from that of the Czechs. It

would lead too far to prove this in every detail; we shall content

ourselves in stead with quoting some characteristic examples.

As to the organisation of public administration, the provincial

authorities of the Germans and the Czechs in Bohemia, Moravia
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and Silesia have do! been nationally separated in general, but the

political and judicial districts almost always comprise territories

of uniform national character and this holds good in a still greater

measure of the communities. The autonomous administration is

established on a national basis. In Bohemia the Germans have admini-

strative districts entirely separated from the Czechs, and in Moravia

the German and the Czech delegates form special so called "Landtags-

Kurien". The German-Bohemian representative districts have

a centre of their own with its seat inAussig, and the German cities

maintain a common office with its seat in Reiehenberg. In Bohemia,

as in Moravia, school administration and school superintendence

are nationally separated. There are distinct sections for the school

boards and special local school authorities (Bezirks- und Ortsschul-

riite) for the German and for the Czech schools. The Germans as

well as the Czechs have developed their school-affairs quite indepen-

dently of one another. The German schools have their head in the

German University of Prague and in the German Technical High

Schools in Prague and in Briinn; the Czechs have their University

in Prague and their Technical High School in Briinn. Besides there

were in 1917/18 in Bohemia:

with German with Czech
language of instruction

Schools Scholars Schools Scholars

Gymnasiums (grammar-schools) 36 7.291 47 13.145

Realschulen (Intermediate schools,

substituting French and English

for the old languages) 15

Lyceums for girls 8

Higher commercial schools 5

Two-class commercial schools 9

State training schools for teachers 8

Private training schools for teachers,

with right to issue valid certificates 2 201

State training school for female

teachers 1 186 1 197

Private training schools for female

teachers with right to issue valid

certificates 5 442 8 944

4.233
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In 1917/18 there were in the German school districts of Bohemia

241 secondary schools (Biirgerschulen) and 2372 elementary schools

(Volksschulcn) and in the Czech school districts 385 secondary

schools and 3344 elementary schools. There were besides 100 German

and 124 Czech private secondary and elementary schools. The

elementary and secondary schools were attended in the German

districts by 430.790 pupils of both sexes, in the Czech school-districts

by 691.438 pupils.

The economic organisation of the Germans and Czechs in

Bohemia is also separated. The trade and commercial interests

of the main German territory are protected by the Chambers of

Trade and Commerce at Reichenberg and Eger; for the predominantly

Czech parts of the country, there are Chambers of Trade and Com-

merce in Prague, Pilsen and Budweis. The Accident-Insurance

for working men is uniformly organised for the whole country,

but for the Pension-Insurance for private employees there are

nationally distinct offices, and the sick-funds for workingmen are

joined into a German and a Czech Union.

The Agricultural Board of Bohemia for the promotion of agri-

cultural interests is divided into national sections completely indepen-

dent of one another. 2750 German agricultural unions are centralised

in the German section, and further 680 agricultural societies and

unions form a German central agricultural union connected with

this section. Besides, there is a "Zentralverband der deutschen

landwirtschaftlichen Genossenschaften" (Central Union of German

Agricultural Associations) comprising 846 members; among them

nearly seven hundred savings-and loan-societies of the Iiaiffeisen

system; in the year 1917 the deposits amounted to 127 million

Kronen in round figures and the turnover was of 453 million

Kronen in round figures. In the same maimer the other most

important economic branches in Bohemia arc organised on a national

basis.

Beside the chief banks the "Central Bank of the German Savings

Banks" form the centre of the German credit-organisation. The

German and the Czech savings-banks have combined into nationally

distinct provincial unions. The following table shows the number

of members and amounts of deposits on April 30th 1918.



19

German savings-banks Czech savings-banks

deposits in deposits in

number million Dumber million

Kronen Kronen

Bohemia 130 3.103 115 1.235

Moravia 38 299 52 L36

Silesia 25 162 3 5

Total ... 193 3.564 170 1.376

VI

We resume. We have to deal with the political Euture of three

and a half million men, that is onethird of the population of

the countries concerned. These three and a half millions live in vast

regions, where they alone have settled centuries ago, where they have

spoken their language and developed their civilisation, and have

not in any way interfered with the Czech population of other parts

of Bohemia. The greater number of political and judicial districts,

and more still the communities of tluse settlements are purely

Ge rman, so that they harbour either no Czechs at all, or insignificant

minorities. In a very few mining and industrial districts, the demand

for labour, which grew faster than the numbers of the population,

attracted Czech immigrants, who however did not amalgamate with

the native population, or else left the district when demand ran Low.

A very small portion of it is still showing its origin. It would be just

as absurd to question the German nationality of these districts, as

to doubt whether those parts of France, where Italian workmen are

wont to immigrate, are French, or to suppose, that t he Anglo-Saxon or

the English character of London, New York and Chicago could be

modified by the presence of foreign workmen, who are earning

their bread there.

The Germans have settled in Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia

all round the districts inhabited by the Czechs, and are all along the

frontier in close contact with the mass of their connationals in German

Austria and in Germany, with whom they are united by intellectual

and ethnical bonds. By joining these districts to German Austria

the symmetry and the completeness of the Czecho-Slovaque State

will in no wise be disturbed nor interrupted. The inhabitants of

German Bohemia and the Sudetes have developed within their

settlements their own intellectual life and prove by their conditions
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that their claim to the right of political .self-destination and to a

union with Gorman Austria is psychologically and morally

well-founded.

Political self-destination is the necessary consequence of personal

freedom. The glory of having first set up this principle belongs to

the French Revolution, which has changed the map of Europs. The

States forming the Entente have made this principle their own.

They have proclaimed it among their highest aims of war: the libe-

ration of the Slav peoples, the identity of the political and the national

frontiers and the League of free and self-governed nations. They

will have to settle the position the Germans of Bohemia, Moravia

and Silesia will occupy in future, and will show by their decision

whether they intend to realize the principles of democracy for which

they fought.
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